
Turtle Viewing

Green Turtle (Chelonia mydas) 

Loggerhead Turtle (Caretta caretta)

TURTLE NESTINGFrom November to March, Loggerhead and Green 

sea turtles can be seen coming ashore to nest on 

the beaches of Lady Elliot Island.Please read these Eco Guidelines that have been 

developed to protect turtles and to provide our guests 

with an educational and memorable experience.
Please be considerate of other guests’ enjoyment when 

viewing the turtles. If you have any concerns over the 

actions of others whilst viewing turtles, speak to one of 

our Activities Team members.TURTLE VIEWING ZONES
To fi nd turtles nesting on the Island, go to our viewing 

zones where turtles are most commonly seen:

• in front of the Resort.• from Coral Gardens across the northern end of the airstrip.

TURTLES TO LOOK FORTwo species of sea turtles nest on Lady Elliot Island, 

Green and Loggerhead Turtles. They have distinct 

differences in their body tracks:

ALL GUESTS ARE REQUESTED TO 

ATTEND THE ‘TURTLE UPDATE’ 

BEFORE VIEWING TURTLES
 You will be given important information including 

the best time and places to go looking, and an 

explanation of our Eco Guidelines to follow 

to ensure our turtles nest successfully. 
We appreciate your understanding and thank 

you for following these guidelines. If you have 

any further questions please speak to one of 

our Activities Team.
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ECO GUIDELINES

L A D Y  E L L I O T  I S L A N D

TURTLE VIEWING TIPSLOW GLOW
• Only use the torch behind the turtle. 
• Never shine a torch into a turtle’s eyes. 
•  Please turn veranda lights off when not in   

use and close curtains to ensure turtles 

are not impacted by artifi cial light.
WATCH AS YOU GOWhen looking for turtles, watch as you go and 

walk slowly. Please avoid walking on sand dunes 

where there are nests. Walk slowly along the 

waters edge and watch for turtles and hatchlings 

up and down the beach, keeping a safe distance 

of greater than 5m and out of direct eyesight. 
STAY BEHIND AND TAKE IT SLOW

Keep a safe distance behind nesting turtles. 

When laying has started, you can slowly move 

closer behind the turtle (2 metres or less) and 

look at the eggs in the chamber. Never rush or 

move quickly around or towards a turtle and 

allow a clear path to the ocean.
IT IS NOT PERMITTED TO TOUCH OR INTERFERE 

WITH TURTLES, NESTS, EGGS OR HATCHLINGS.

PLEASE HELP US PROTECT OUR BEAUTIFUL 
ISLAND & REEF BY FOLLOWING THESE ECO GUIDELINES

Lady Elliot Island Eco Resort

Island & Marine 
Park Rules
Lady Elliot Island is located within the Great Barrier Reef 
World Heritage area and Marine Park. The Island and the 
surrounding reef is highly protected as a No Take/Green 
Zone Marine National Park.

This high level of protection creates a sanctuary for 
wildlife, birdlife, reef and marine life which can be enjoyed 
through low impact activities such as snorkelling, diving, 
reef walking and bird watching.
However, it is NOT permitted to touch, take or collect 
anything naturally occurring including fish, sea stars, sea 
cucumbers, shells and corals that are either in the ocean 
or on the beach. 

ISLAND ACTIVITIES 
GUIDELINES 
Please see the Safe Snorkelling, Marine Encounters and 
Turtle Viewing Eco Guidelines for those activities.

Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Zoning                                              Image: GBRMPA

REEF WALKING
Reef walking is a fascinating way to explore the reef at low  
tide. However, it does have the potential to harm marine  
life if correct practices are not followed. 

To ensure impacts are minimised and you get the best  
up-close experience, we ask that you attend a guided reef walk  
with our Activities Team before heading out on your own.
Reef walking is only permitted in Channel One  - one hour  
each side of low tide. Protective/enclosed shoes, a pole for 
balance & sun protection is required.

LOOK - BUT DO NOT 
TAKE OR TOUCH 
It is illegal to take marine  
life such as coral, shells and 
sea stars. Touching can  
hurt them and you.

LET MARINE LIFE BE 
Never chase, hold or prod 
marine life with poles and 
do not interfere with their 
natural behaviour. Never 
turn over coral rubble.

STAND ON SAND 
Do not step on the hard, 
raised areas - this is alive 
and fragile coral, even if it 
looks dead or like rock.

CAUTION  
TAKING PHOTOS: 
To not damage coral or  
disturb marine life. 
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Safe Snorkel l ing
Snorkelling is a great way to get up close and personal 

with the amazing marine life and explore the wonders 

of the World Heritage listed Great Barrier Reef. 

The reef surrounding Lady Elliot Island is easily 

accessible for snorkelling. Enter straight off the beach 

or book on to one of our daily guided Glass Bottom 

Boat/Snorkel Tours or Snorkel Safaris.

Please be aware that snorkelling can be a strenuous 

physical activity, even in calm water.

We ask that you read carefully the recommendations 

and safety precautions. The Dive and Activities Team 

have all the information and equipment available to 

make your snorkel experience an unforgettable one. 

LOOK - DO NOT 

TAKE OR TOUCH

It is illegal to take marine life 

such as coral, shells and sea 

stars. Touching can hurt 

them and you.

LET MARINE LIFE BE

Never chase, corner or 

hold on to marine life and 

do not interfere with their 

natural behaviour. 

WATCH 
YOUR FINS
Do not stand on, kick or 

rest on coral - even rocks 

and dead-looking coral are 

alive and fragile.

CAUTION 
TAKING PHOTOS

To not damage coral or 

disturb marine life.

SNORKEL EQUIPMENT

Mask, Snorkel, Fins & a Buddy

•   Snorkel lesssons are held daily at the Resort Pool

•   If you require extra fl otation we have life jackets 

and noodles available at the Dive Shop

•   Wetsuits are available to hire from the Dive Shop

•   View boards are available for children or adults 

who do not wish to put their face in the water

PROTECT OUR REEF

SAFE SNORKELLING

STAY SAFE

CHECKLIST

Lady Elliot Island has 

numerous snorkel 

locations for all levels. 

Please see over the 

page, the Dive Shop 

& Education Centre 

for more information. 

Check conditions at the Dive Shop 

before entering the water.

Enter and exit the water only at the quayways 

particularly at Lighthouse and Coral Gardens.

Always snorkel with a buddy

please do not enter the water alone.

Stay within your physical limits and do not 

snorkel if you have consumed alcohol.

Keep clear of moving vessels at all times.

INFORM OUR ISLAND TEAM (orientation 

supervisor, the lookout or snorkelling guide) 

of any concerns about a medical condition 

whether it be a previous or current condition 

including your physical capability to snorkel.

Enjoy your snorkel! Relax, stay horizontal in the water, 

enjoy the underwater scenery and learn as much as you 

can about the Great Barrier Reef and marine life.

ECO GUIDELINESL A D Y  E L L I O T  I S L A N D
PLEASE HELP 
US PROTECT 

OUR BEAUTIFUL 
ISLAND & REEF BY 

FOLLOWING 
THESE ECO 
GUIDELINES
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ECO GUIDELINES

L A D Y  E L L I O T  I S L A N D

PLEASE HELP US PROTECT OUR BEAUTIFUL 
ISLAND & REEF BY FOLLOWING THESE ECO GUIDELINES

Marine EncountersLADY ELLIOT ISLAND IS A HOTSPOT FOR MARINE 

MEGAFAUNA INCLUDING MANTA RAYS, TURTLES 

AND MIGRATING HUMPBACK WHALES.
While it is amazing to see these animals in their natural 

habitat, it is important not to disturb and interrupt 

behaviours essential to their survival including: courting 

and mating; feeding, cleaning, giving birth; and raising 

their young.

KEEP YOUR DISTANCE
Manta Rays, Whales, Dolphins, and Sea Turtles are 

protected species in the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park.

YOU ARE REQUIRED BY LAW TO KEEP YOUR 

DISTANCE GREATER THAN:

    If a whale or dolphin approaches you while you are in the 

water, move slowly to avoid startling the animal 

and do not touch or swim towards it.
Pregnant females or mothers with young are 

particularly vulnerable – please take extra care.TAKE CAREWITH SNORKEL / DIVE EQUIPMENT AND CAMERAS

•   Take care to never hold on to, rest or stand on coral.

•   Be extra cautious with your fi ns and 
equipment such as dive gear to not 
damage coral or marine life or 
stir up sediment.•   When taking photos – do not 

interfere with or touch marine life.
•  Practice buoyancy control before diving with a camera.

Corals are sensitive & fragile living animals that can be 

easily damaged when touched or kicked.

LET MARINE LIFE BE•    Never chase, corner or disturb marine life or cause 

them to change direction which interrupts 

their natural behaviour •   Do not touch or hold onto marine life, 
including coral •   Only approach marine life from the side, 

giving them a clear path ahead•   If a marine animal shows signs of disturbance 

(e.g. acting in an evasive or aggressive manner), 

move away slowly and quietlySIGNS A MARINE ANIMAL IS DISTURBED BY A 

HUMAN INTERACTIONEvasive behaviour: Changes direction, speeds up/swims away 

Stopping their activity, such as:
•  Foraging – A turtle stops feeding and swims away

•  Cleaning – A manta ray moves off a cleaning station

•  Resting – A stingray resting on the bottom swims away

LADY ELLIOT ISLAND AND THE 
SURROUNDING REEF IS HIGHLY 
PROTECTED AS A NO TAKE/GREEN 

ZONE MARINE NATIONAL PARK. 

This high level of protection creates a sanctuary for 

our marine life. It is NOT permitted to take, touch or 

interfere with any marine species. 

To ensure your safety and the wellbeing of the marine life 

we ask you follow these Eco Guidelines.
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BIRD WATCHING
Lady Elliot Island is a significant bird nesting site for 
migratory sea birds and is the second largest bird 
rookery on the Great Barrier Reef. 

FROM SEPTEMBER – MAY THOUSANDS OF SEA 
BIRDS NEST ON THE ISLAND. 

It gets quite busy and a little noisy at times (and 
sometimes a bit smelly) but it’s a very entertaining time 
on the Island! 
Please follow the below Eco Guidelines when 
encountering bird life on Lady Elliot Island:  

• �Never touch or try to pick up chicks or eggs
• �Keep your distance and reduce noise and 

movement to avoid disturbing nesting and  
roosting birds 

• �Watch your step to avoid crushing camouflaged 
eggs and chicks 

• �If birds exhibit stressful behaviour (for example 
dive bombing) back away and leave the area

ISLAND EXPLORING
The island is only 42 hectares in size – small enough to 
walk around in 45 minutes. We encourage you to explore 
our Island. However, please respect our Eco Guidelines:
• �When walking, stay on the side of the airstrip and tracks 

to avoid disturbing birds and spreading weeds
• �Keep your distance from nesting and roosting birds and 

watch your step to avoid crushing camouflaged eggs and 
chicks, especially around the Resort area

• �Ensure all rubbish including cigarette butts are placed in 
bins provided

• �Please never feed birds or marine life
• �Be aware of slippery surfaces when walking around 

the island

FISH FEEDING
Fish feeding at the Fish Pool is a very popular activity on 
the Island. To conduct this activity the Resort is required to 
have a Great Barrier Reef Marine Park permit. 
Fish feeding is known to change the behaviour of fish, 
therefore strict guidelines are in place to minimise the 
impact of this activity.

• �Fish feeding is only conducted once per day with an 
Island Team member  

• Fish are not fed directly by hand
• Fish are only fed approved algae pellets
• Fish are not fed more than one kilogram of food per day

NO FEEDING MARINE  
LIFE OR BIRDS  
With the only exception of the 
controlled fish feeding activity.

PLEASE ENSURE ALL 
RUBBISH IS PLACED  
IN BINS 
Rubbish can harm animals.

SIT A RESPECTFUL & SAFE 
DISTANCE FROM BIRDS 
Position yourself a few metres 
away from birdlife, especially birds 
with eggs or young. Please use a 
zoom lens to photograph. 
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